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Commission Announces Three Recent Staff Additions 

 

Richard Lazarus, Executive Director of the National Oil Spill Commission, today formally 

announced the addition of three senior staff members to the Commission. 

“These three appointments reflect the standard of professionalism, bipartisanship, and 

commitment that will serve the Oil Spill Commission well as we move forward to understand the 

root causes of disaster in the Gulf as necessary to guard against future oil spills,” Lazarus said of 

the new senior staff additions.  

 

“Jay Hakes is a nationally renowned scholar, celebrated for his rigorous, thorough, and balanced 

investigative research on energy policy, and previously served as head of the federal Energy 

Information Administration.  Claudia McMurray has longstanding experience with 

environmental and energy issues at the top levels of the legislative and executive branches of the 

federal government as well as in the private sector, and is widely respected by all for her 

thoughtfulness, professionalism, and integrity. Richard Sears is one of this country's most 

knowledgeable and experienced scientific experts on deep-water drilling and will play a key role 

in advising the Commission’s investigation of the causes of the April 20
th

 explosion,” Lazarus 

added.   

 

Jay Hakes: Director for Policy and Research                                      
 

Jay Hakes since 2000 has directed the Carter Presidential Library in Atlanta.  He has served as a 

member of the Research and Development Statistics Panel at the National Science Foundation 

(2002-2004).  Prior to that, his positions included Administrator of the Energy Information 

Administration (1993 to 2000), Assistant to Secretary of Interior Cecil Andrus, and Director of 

the Governor's Energy Office under then Florida Governor Bob Graham.  He maintains an active 

schedule of speaking and writing on energy issues, including his book “A Declaration of Energy 
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Independence.”  Hakes began his career teaching political science at the University of New 

Orleans.  He holds a Ph.D. in political science from Duke University. 

 

Claudia McMurray:  Senior Advisor for Governmental and Congressional Relations  

 

Claudia McMurray is an environmental lawyer who served as Assistant Secretary of State for 

Oceans, Environment and Science (2006-2009). During her tenure she was the most senior 

government official and Presidential appointee responsible solely for foreign policy matters 

related to environmental, health and scientific issues. Before that she served as Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of State for Environment (2003-06) and Associate Deputy Administrator at the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (2001 to 2003). She served as Counsel to the Senate 

Environment and Public Works Committee, and Counsel to Senators John Warner and Fred 

Thompson.  In the private sector, McMurray most recently served as President and CEO of 

Mainstream Green Solutions, LLC and on the Board of Directors of several conservation 

organizations.  She has practiced law at Kirkland & Ellis and Patton Boggs LLP.  She received 

her law degree in 1984 from Georgetown University. 

 

Richard Sears: Science and Engineering Advisor     
 

Richard Sears, now retired from Shell Oil, has more than 30 years of experience with the 

petroleum industry as a geophysicist.  He is widely regarded by industry officials and 

academicians as one of the most prominent experts on the kinds of drilling and engineering 

issues involved in the current Gulf spill. Mr. Sears will help the Commission identify the root 

causes of the spill and formulate recommendations to ensure that similar mistakes are not 

repeated.  He has a B.S. in Physics and a Master in Geophysics, both from Stanford University.  

Sears presently is a Visiting Scientist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and serves on 

the Advisory Board of Stanford's School of Earth Sciences.    

 
 


